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NOVA ANNOUNCES 
FALL 2005 PROGRAM SCHEDULE ON PBS

Editor’s Note: All programs debut on Tuesdays at 8PM ET on PBS.  NOVA can be seen online at www.pbs.org/nova.

MYSTERY OF THE MEGAFLOOD – Tuesday, September 20, 2005
It was the greatest flood of the past two million years, and it posed a giant scientific riddle. A
maverick geologist became convinced that thousand-foot-deep floodwaters had scoured out
vast areas of the American northwest near the end of the last ice age. Mainstream scientists
scorned his theory while he searched patiently for answers to what could have triggered
such an inconceivably violent event. Finally, an ingenious solution silenced the skeptics:
traces of an enormous ice dam half a mile high, which had blocked a valley in present-day
Montana and created an enormous lake behind it. With the help of stunningly realistic 
animation, NOVA takes viewers back to the Ice Age to reveal what happened when the dam
broke, unleashing a titanic flood that swept herds of woolly mammoth and everything else
into oblivion.

SINKING THE SUPERSHIP – Tuesday, October 4, 2005
In April 1945, the largest battleship ever built set out on the ultimate suicide mission. With its
crew of 3,000, Battleship Yamato, the pride of Japan's fleet, sailed to a solo confrontation
with the 1500-strong United States Navy. Attacked by a swarm of U. S. dive bombers, the 
battleship sank within minutes. A NOVA team discovers the wreck and retells the Yamato's
extraordinary saga through the eyes of the few Japanese crew who survived the sinking and
are still living today. State-of-the-art CGI animation shows viewers what the colossal 
battleship was like in all its glory at the time of its launching. The program opens a dramatic
perspective on the great age of battleships and why it ended so abruptly with the Yamato’s
disastrous sinking.

EINSTEIN’S BIG IDEA – Tuesday, October 11, 2005 from 8-10pm
Everybody’s heard of it, but what does the world’s most famous equation, E=mc2 really mean?
NOVA dramatizes the stories of the men and women whose innovative thinking across four
centuries led finally to Einstein’s bold breakthrough. Based on David Bodanis’ bestseller,
E=mc2, EINSTEIN’S BIG IDEA celebrates the ingenuity and chronicles the human conflicts
that ultimately unleashed the power of the atom, helping viewers gain a better understanding
of the equation by tracking its history and the myriad numbers of ways it has changed the
world.  In all, an engrossing docudrama from the award-winning producers of NOVA, 
brimming with stories of triumph and failure, love and politics, bitter rivalries and revenge—
not bad for five little symbols—all drawn from the lives and times of the scientists who 
intersected with the equation.  
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Ultimately, EINSTEIN’S BIG IDEA is the story of young, ambitious scientists caught up by the huge forces
of nature they seek to understand.  The film stars Aidan McArdle (Not Only But Also, Ella Enchanted) as
Einstein, Shirley Henderson (Harry Potter and Bridget Jones franchises) as his wife Mileva and Emily
Woof (Oliver Twist, The Woodlanders) as Lise Meitner.

NOVA scienceNOW – Stories TBD – Tuesday, October 18 and Tuesday, December 27, 2005
Science and technology are changing our lives at a dizzying pace. So how can you keep up with the fast-
moving frontiers of science and technology? The answer is NOVA scienceNOW, an innovative science
news and magazine show developed by the producers of NOVA. Airing five times a year, NOVA
scienceNOW will draw on a limitless range of potential stories: from the secrets of the genetic code to
fuel cells and hydrogen-powered cars, from the battle against cancer and heart disease to the quest to
slow down aging and "grow" new organs. Well-known correspondent Robert Krulwich of Nightline and
ABC News will host the show. Krulwich's enthusiasm for science, his quirky humor, and his uncanny 
ability to make difficult subjects compelling and entertaining will bring a distinctive flair to the series. The
program will bring to life the "how" and "why" behind cutting-edge discoveries and show the everyday
impact and human side of science with accuracy, clarity, and flair.

NEWTON’S DARK SECRETS – Tuesday, November 1, 2005
Besides Einstein, no single scientist ever transformed the outlook and worldview of his age more 
profoundly than Isaac Newton. Often hailed as both the first modern scientist and the last of the ancient
magicians, Newton reduced nature’s chaos to a single set of mathematical laws. This bold intellectual
leap gave scientists and thinkers of his era vital new confidence that they could probe and predict
nature’s secrets. Over three centuries later, Newton's laws still govern the way we analyze and forecast
the motions of everything from roller coasters to comets.  But Newton’s genius was intertwined with an
extreme personality—obsessive, secretive, reclusive, and vindictive to his many enemies. Besides his
fundamental breakthroughs in physics, optics, and calculus, Newton poured vast energy into fruitless
explorations of alchemy and religion. NOVA will show how these intricate facets of Newton’s turbulent
personality combined together in a single extraordinary life. With lively period recreations of key
moments in his career and replications of his experiments in optics and alchemy, NOVA will explore how
Newton became the giant on whose shoulders all later scientists found a place to stand.

HITLER’S SUNKEN SECRET – Tuesday, November 8
It was one of the most audacious exploits of the Norwegian resistance in World War II.  On February 19,
1944, three saboteurs crept on board a ferryboat, the Hydro, moored at Lake Tinn in southeast Norway. On
board were four dozen barrels bound for Germany and containing deuterium or heavy water, which was
vital to Hitler’s atomic bomb program. While the boat’s crew was happily playing poker, the saboteurs
crept into the hold and concealed an improvised time bomb. Next morning, the Hydro exploded as it
crossed the middle of the lake, tipping an avalanche of barrels into the depths and killing 18 crew and
passengers. Was this daring operation a crucial defeat for Hitler’s nuclear ambitions?  An exclusive
NOVA salvage expedition sets out to find the Hydro on the bottom of the lake and haul one of the barrels
up to the surface. The NOVA team opens up the barrel and a test of its contents helps answer the 
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mysteries surrounding Nazi Germany’s race to build the atom bomb. The team also probes Norwegian
archives and makes new discoveries:  a second secret consignment of barrels eluded the saboteurs and
made it all the way to Germany, but arrived too late to make a Nazi bomb feasible. HITLER’S SUNKEN
SECRET features gripping first-person interviews with the sole living Norwegian saboteur and survivors
who were on board the Hydro when it blew up.

VOLCANO UNDER THE CITY – Tuesday, November 15, 2005
The towering volcano of Nyiragongo looms over the city of Goma in central Africa, threatening to 
obliterate a thriving city of over 400,000 inhabitants. In 2002, rivers of lava poured through the streets and
destroyed forty percent of the city, forcing tens of thousands to flee. A year later, with ominous gas
clouds billowing over the crater rim, volcanologist Jacques Durieux leads a team of specialists to try and
figure out the volcano's inner secrets—when and why it is likely to erupt next. VOLCANO UNDER THE
CITY reaches a suspenseful climax as Durieux and his team clamber down into the crater to lower test 
instruments into the boiling lava below. While the crater edge crumbles and the volcano belches 
poisonous gas, the scientists' battle to retrieve their vital data becomes a matter of life and death.

JEWEL OF THE EARTH – Tuesday, November 22, 2005
with Sir David Attenborough
In the movie Jurassic Park, Richard Attenborough played the role of an entrepreneur who extracted
dinosaur DNA from the blood of mosquitoes trapped in ancient amber. Now his real-life brother, Sir David
Attenborough, explores that intriguing dinosaur DNA possibility and a host of other astonishing secrets
suspended in time from millions of years ago. The celebrated naturalist’s starting point is a piece of
amber that he was given as a child and that he was fascinated to discover had insects buried within it.
With his usual magnetic screen presence, Attenborough explains that amber is fossilized pine resin, and
that the insects became trapped when the sticky resin seeped over them from a wound in the tree. The
result, revealed in stunning close-up photography, is a unique window on life in long-vanished ages. Join
Sir David on a memorable time-traveling detective story.
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About WGBH and PBS - Now in its thirty-second year of broadcasting, NOVA is produced for PBS by the WGBH
Boston Science Unit. The director of the WGBH Boston Science Unit and senior executive producer of NOVA is
Paula S. Apsell. Major corporate funding for NOVA is provided by Sprint and Google. Additional funding is provided
by Howard Hughes Medical Institute, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. NOVA
is closed captioned for deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers, and described for people who are blind or visually
impaired by the Media Access Group at WGBH. The descriptive narration is available on the SAP channel of stereo
TVs and VCRs. NOVA programs are available on DVD and VHS, to order, visit shop.wgbh.org or call WGBH Boston
Video at 800-949-8670.
PBS is a private, nonprofit media enterprise that serves the nation’s 349 public noncommercial television stations,
reaching nearly 90 million people each week through on-air and online content. Bringing diverse viewpoints to 
television and the Internet, PBS provides high-quality documentary and dramatic entertainment, and consistently
dominates the most prestigious award competitions. PBS is the leading provider of educational materials for K-12
teachers, and offers a broad array of educational services for adult learners. More information about PBS is 
available at pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet, averaging more than 30 million unique 
visits and 380 million page views per month in 2004. PBS is headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia.


